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.Defesa do Petroleo e da Economia Nacional (Center for Study and Defense. of — 


in June 1951, ran the following candidates on tickets of legal. 4 ies 
October. Sicaeieasey tare elections in Santos: 


; A .. . (PRL) candidate. 

Luiz sues (2). "= Mason, Communist, president: of the Cir 

Workers! Relief Association, and Par id Bocial: Tram, Eas 

. balbista (PST) candidate, . 

Renato Borgomint » merchant, Commnist and PRI candidate. 

Iuiz Ternandes Carranca « professor and Partido Soclalista brazileiro (PSB) 
candidate. 

Faule Santos cruz (3) ~ lavyer, Communist, ond Partido Trabalhista Brasileiro 

(PTB) candidate. 

Oswaldo Franco Domingues~ dental surgeon, mmicipal employee, and Partido Traba: . 
lhista Nacional (PTY) candidate. 

‘“ilson dos Santos Ferreira = dockworker and PST candidate. 


Renedito Tereso » bus driver and PRT candidate. 
the Rio Grande do $ ceppen(') with present headquarters in the Santa Helena 
Building in Porto eee » wWiich held its congress in July 1951, was founded 


in Nico Grande do Sul in 190. as a civic organization, The Centro was originally 
called the Youncil for the Defense of National Petroleum, and its membership 
included many. prominent persons, such as Professor gidio Nerve, of the University 
of Mio Grande do Sul, who was its first president. Dr. Joao Pereira Sampaio(h), 

a member of the State Tribunal of Justice, was named secretary~general. of the 
Centro, a position which he still holds, 


the following state Communist leaders soon became members of the ee 


Dy. Flavio Argolo(6) ~ dentist 
Prof, Cesar Avila- -» momber of the state university's School of Medicine 


in Porto Alegra. 


luis Goulart ~ lawyer. 
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Jose Tomaz Goncalves » journalist, 
fo, Dionelio Machado - psychiatrist and former PCB state deputy. 
Telo Halafaia = designer, 
Antonio Pinhelre Machade Netto = Lawyer o 
Otte Alicides Ohlweiler «= chemical engineer and professor at the 
School of Industrial Chemistry of the state university, 


Yasco Prado «® sculptor, 
imeteig Bandeira Riff < postess and journalist, 
Lia poll #» postess. 


Dr, Marino Todrigues dos Santos « physician and municipal councilman clected on 
the Partido “ocial Prograssista (PSP) ticket. 
Moi Martins da Silva(4). metallurgist and Porto Alegre mmiecipal, councilman 
elected on the PSP ticket, 
Julio Teisoira (1) » lawyers 


a 1949 all public PCB activities in Porto Alegre were sponsored by the Centro, 
in May 1950 it sponsored a Labor Day demonstration and was active during tha 

“ame yoar tarring walls with the slogan 0 Petroleo e nosgo and distributing pro= 
paganda against sending troops to Korea, deman salary Increases, ete, In 
Augast 1950 the Centro was associated with the Congress of Peace Partisans held 
jn Porto Alegre, wiich was sponsored by the PCB, The Centro has been less active 
during 1951 and did not even sponsor a Labor Day demonstration, 


The PCB originally planned to establish CEDPEN branches in the various interLor 
towns of the state, Several branches were set up, but the program met with very 
ittle suecesso A Centro was founded Jn Santa Marla, a key railroad center, where 
some 15,000 railroad workers are located, At first, large mmbers of pesple 
joined the organization in good faith, but in 19,8, when it became apparent that 
the Centro was primarily a Commmist organization, its presidont, Dr. Mario 
Mondino, publicly denounced the organisation, after which the Santa Maria Centro 
collapsed, 


hnother Centro was founded in the rural area around Santo Angelo, a missionary 
region in the interior of the state, the former headquarters of Luiz Carlos 
Prestest regiment, and the starting point of the famous Prestes Columm, Leaders 
os} this Centro planned to increase the organization's membership by recruiting 
rural workers and former members of the Prestes Column, For a time, their 
program met with suecess, and three Ligas Camponesas (Rural Leagues) were founded, 
each co posed of from 20 to 30 agricultural workers who were given doc 
and organizational training by the PCB, These Ligas contimed to develop until 
December 1949, at which time it was learned that the Communists planned to 
expropriate the landowners! property in Santo Angelo and the surrounding area 
This brought about intervention by the state police, who arrested the Centro's 
principal leaders, impounded its files, and disbanded the organization. 


25X1A 


(h) 

(5) The PCB State Committee and various Comumistefront organizations use this 
buiiding for a meeting place also 
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